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Prayer flags flutter throughout city

- DALAI lAMA. from B-1

+ Lama’s appearances at a confer-
ence with the theme “Resilience:
' Strength Through Compassion
and Community.”
. -Those tickets to hear the holy
man’s message are “symbolic
and tangible representations
of the Dalai Lama's message of
ccompassion,” Marks said. “The
message he's going to deliver is
timely at any time — we live in
,a violent world — but it’s espe-
cially timely today.”
+ The recipients, many of whom
were present when the gunfire
broke out during the second-line,
“were moved and honored that we
thought of them,” Marks said.
- The Dalai Lama, 77, and his

retinue of 12 will arrive Thurs-
day afternoon. After speaking
at a conference in the Ernest
N. Morial Convention Center
this morning, he will deliver his
first public speech, “Strength
Through Compassion,” today at
1:30 p.m. to an audience of about
4,000 in the Convention Center’s
New Orleans Theater.

His next public address,
“Strength Through Connection,”
will begin Saturday at 1 p.m. in
the University of New Orleans
Lakefront Arena. About 8,000
people are expected to attend
that talk.

Both talks will be livestreamed
at www.dalailamanola.com.

In addition to those appear-
ances, the Dalai Lama will be
the principal speaker Saturday

METRO

morning at Tulane University’s 9
a.m. commencement in the Mer-
cedes-Benz Superdome. About
30,000 free tickets have been dis-
tributed for that event.

The Dalai Lama, a Nobel
Peuce Prize recipient, will be
given an honorary doctorate
from Tulane, as will two New
Orleans music icons, Allen Tous-
saint and Dr. John. Considering
Dr. John's creative way with the
English language — he said he
was “traumaticalized” by Hur-
ricane Katrina's destruction —
Marks said, “I'm kind of excited
about (Dr. John and the Dalai
Lama) having a conversation.”

Getting the Dalai Lama to
New Orleans was an outgrowth
of work that social work stu-
dents have been conducting with

Tibetan refugees for 12 years in
Dharamsala, India, which has
been the Dalai Lama's home
since Chinese forces suppressed
an uprising in Tibet,

Marks, who collaborated with
Neil Guidry, a Tulane social
work alumnus, on this project,
said the invitation to the Dalai
Lama was delivered in Septem-
ber 2011, Acceptance came six
months later, he said.

“I'm excited, and I'm a little
bit nervous, but mostly I can’t
wait,” Marks said,

He and Gael Thompson, who
has led the community-outreach
effort in connection with the visit,
said the overall mood is extremely
positive, especially after Sunday’s
shooting. “We have to connect, we
have to understand that we're all

1:30 .M. TODAY

in this together,” Thompson said.
“We can't give up.”

‘The most visible reminders of
the Dalai Lama's upcoming visit
have been thousands of multicol-
ored prayer flags that have been
fluttering throughout the city.

About 2,000 lengths of flags
have been sold, Thompson said.
Because each flag has about 25
one-foot-square pieces of cloth,
she estimated that, if laid end
to end, they would be nearly 10
miles long.

The cloths bear “prayers of
peace, loving-kindness and for-
giveness,” Thompson said.

“When the wind blows on the
prayer flags, the prayers are
being carried on the wind,” she
said. “Most people leave their
prayer flags up until there's

Two of the Dalal Lama's public speeches will be livestreamed at:
www.dalailamanola.com.
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“Strength Through Compassion™ ; “Strength Through Connection”

nothing left of them.”

Another activity in connec-
tion with the Dalai Lama's visit
has been the creation of a man-
dala, a sand design, by Drepung
Loseling monks.in the Conven-
tion Center. Viewing the man-
dalais free.

The monks started work
Tuesday, and the mandala will
be on display until this after-
noon, when, according to tradi-
tion, it will be destroyed. Half
the sand will go into an urn, and
the rest will be poured into the
Mississippi River in a gesture
that Mavks has described as
“planetary healing.”

John Pope can be reached at jpope@nola.
comor 504.826.3317.

Parish president calls
low rates ‘shortsighted’

., TM from B-1

to collect only at the same rates
used in 2012, Administrators
said that would give officials
room to collect nwre revenues
if the parish faced a catastro-
wphe or a fedcral mandate to
"make quick intrastructure
fixes.

The council has routineyy
lowered tax rates when prop-
erty values go up to avoid col-
lecting more revenues, which
is why the parish used lower
rates in 2012 than the 5 mills
voters authorized a decade
aga, when these taxes were
last renewed., But some coun-
cil members, and several res-
idents who opposed Young’s
recommendation, questioned
whether voters would trust a
pledge from the council to col-
lect less than the maximum
authorized.

“The voters o not trust this
council to roll back the millage
if it is voted at 5 mills or ‘up to'
5 mills,” said Kenner resident
Richard Brown.

Theadministration’s propos-
al died on a 4-3 vote, with Lee-
Sheng and Councilmen Ricky
Templet, Paul Johnston and

3en Zahn voting against ask-
ing for “up to” 5 mills. Coun-
cilmen Chris Roberts, Elton
Lagasse and Mark Spears vot-
ed “yes.”

The decision to seek approv-
al for lower tax rates capped a
harried couple of weeks since
voters defeated separate pro-
posals to extend water and
sewerage taxes at 5 mills each.

"arish officials could not recall
the defeat of essentially rou-
tine extensions for taxes that
pay for basic services in most
of the parish in recent decades.
Indeed, voters had approved
5-mills for sewerage services
twice since 1993, and at least
three times for water in the
last three decades.

Officials blamed the taxes’
defeat on numerous factors,
including overwhelming oppo-
sition to the Crescent City
Connection tolls — also on the
May 4 ballot — a parish cam-
Paign that lacked face-to-face
Heetings with civic and busi-
ndss groups, and a pre-elec-
4n letter from Assessor Tom
N

Capella that said the propo-
sitions would result in high-
er tax bills for many property
owners.

Young called the council’s
decision to go for lower rates
“shortsighted.”

Young and administrators
said the parish needs to contin-
ue investing in upgrades to the
water and sewerage systems to
address ongoing “compliance
orders” from the state caused
by problems like sewage back-
ing into some residents’ homes.
It those issues and other prob-
lems are left to fester, the fed-
eral government could impose
mandates on the parish simi-
lar to those Kenner and Baton
Rounge are fucing now, officials
said. In Baton Rouge, taxpay-
ers are having to spend about
$1 billion to correct chronic
problems.

“If the EPA comes in, you
will have no diseretion,” Young
said.

But most council members
kept going back to the May 4
election, doubting voters would
be comfortable with anything
other than asking for taxes
capped no higher than the most
recent bills.

“I don't want to beat a dead
horse here,” Templet said,
“(but) the voters have spoken,
and we've got to make sure
we're listening.”

Several residents who urged
the council to go back to vot-
ers with taxes at the current
rate made the same argument,
including Margaret Baivd, with
Citizens for Good Government.
She warned officials that vot-
ers are angry at the lack of
accountability in the “fiasco” at
the still-unfinished Performing
Arts Center, at slap-on-the-
wrist sentences for the corrup-
tion of former administrator
Tim Whitmer and former Par-
ish Attorney Tom Wilkinson,
and about the persistent per-
ception of pay-to-play in parish
contracting.

“Voters are extremely
angry,” Baird said. “I hope pol-
iticians are paying attention to
this anti-establishment mood
of the voters.”

Manuel Torres ¢an be reached at
mtorres@nola.com or 504.826.3434.
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i‘a:Young cited Bill Bubrig,
diinsurance agent in Plaque-
a,txlsnes Parish, who would see
Hiis flood insurance premiums
ocket from $638 annually
rmore than $28,000. Bubrig
Iiyes outside the levee sys-
‘am, but his home has never

goded.
Such a hike in premiums
Mguld “kill the real estate mar-
Ret, kill the banking industry
}q‘fd local government,” Young
aid. Yet congressional and
%}]eml officials reportedly said
{that they were unaware of this
ect of the legislation,

“They were very surprised
d shocked at the conse-
uences,” Young said, adding
Louisiana officials were
I first “to advise them of the
ilifintended consequences. They

S

i 1 ‘anlly had no clue of the conse-
- ences of this legitlation.”

i,j' M 1 An amendment by U.S. Sen,
A _

Mary Landrieu, D-Louisiana,
to delay insurance premium
increases was blocked Tuesday
by U.S. Sen. Patrick Toomey,
R-Pa. Landrieu said she will
seek to address the issueina
separate bill,

Although local officials were
unable to meet during their
Washington trip with U.S.
Rep. Maxine Waters, D-Calif.,
one of the authors of the Big-
gert-Waters Act, she has said
“it was never the intent of Con-
gress to impose the types of
punitive and unaffordable flood
insurance premiums that resi-
dents of southern Louisiana
are currently facing.”

Young said the effort to

revisit the legislation has
drawn support from congres-
sional leaders in New York and
New Jersey, which are still
recovering from Hurricane
Sandy.
“We're building a coalition
of powerful allies,” Young said.
“This issue could be more dev-
astating than all the hurricanes
in the last eight years.”

Andrea Shaw can e reached at ashaw@®

nola.com or 504.826.3780.

Detective

posed as

attorney,

Casby says

CASBY Sfrom B-1

Assistant U.S. Attorney Grego-
ry Kennedy asked the detective.
“Nosir,” Rodrigue replied.

At issue during a hearing
before U.S. District Conrt Judge
Eldon Fallon was whether detec-
tives violated Casby’s constitu-
tional rights in getting him to
confess to killing four people,
including his toddler daughter,
ina Tallow Tree Lane apartment
in Harvey on Nov. 10, 2004.

Casby, 28, claims his rights
were violated, and his attorney
Robin Ljungberg has asked
Fallon to suppress the confes-
sion, meaning prosecutors could
not use it as evidence during the
trial later this year. The pros-
ecutors argue that detectives
followed constitutional rules in
obtaining the confession.

Fallon, who heard testimo-
ny and attorneys’ argument
Thursday, gave no indication of
when he will rule. He said he will
explain his decision in writing.

Casby, then 19, alleged-
Iy stabbed his 17-year-old
girlfriend, Cynthia Carto, 21
times during the altercation
in her family's apartment. He
also allegedly stabbed Carto’s
mother, Janice Carto, 33, and
Janice Carto’s son, Cleveland

McGinnis, 11, before dousing the
apartment with gasoline and set-
ting it on fire.

Cynthia Carto died from
her stab wounds. Janice Carto,
Cleveland MeGinnis and Cyan-
na Carto, Casby's 19-month-old
daughter with Cynthia Carto,
died from smoke inhalation.

Another of Janice's sons, Jarvis
Carto, then 10, was left with per-
manent brain damage because
of the smoke. A firefighter was
injured battling the blaze,

A Jefferson Parish jury
acquitted Casby of four counts
of second-degree murder and
one count of attempted second-
degree murder in 2008, The fed-
eral Bureau of Aleohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives inves-
tigated the case, leading to a fed-
eral grand jury indicting Cas-
by in 2011 on charges of arson
affecting interstate commerce
resulting in injury or death. Cas-
by could fuce life in prison if con-
vieted as charged.

The state judge presiding
over the Jefferson Parish tri-
al allowed prosecutors to use
Casby's confession, and the con-
stitutional issues surrounding
it played a central role in the
defense during the trial.

Fallon alreacly has ruled that
“double jeopardy,” or the con-
stitutional prohibition against
prosecuting a person twice for
the same crime, does not apply,
because the state and feder-
al governments are separate
Jurisdictions.

Casby claims detectives
coerced his confession by physi-
cally abusing him and “duping”
him into admitting his involve-
ment. He claims that a detective,

Lt. Don English, posed as an
attorney his parents had hired
and told him to concoct a story.

Rodrigue testified he nev-
er saw English at the detective
bureau during the interroga-
tion. The only other person who
spoke with Casby that morning,
aside from a Crime Lab tech
who obtained a skin cell sam-
ple for DNA testing, was Chief
Deputy Tom Gorman, Rodrigue
testified.

Gorman, who also testified
Thursday, said he spoke with
Casby after Rodrigue told him
the interrogation was going
nowhere. Gorman said he intro-
duced himself, asked whether
he had been read his rights and
whether he had been treated
well.

Gorman then said he told
Casby that he had been investi-
gating cases for 35 years, “I told
him the story he was providing
was not true. *We know it. You
know it. It will bury you,” Gor-
man testified.

Casby then looked up and
said, “They attacked me,” Gor-
man testified.

That led to Casby's third
statement, in which he confessed
to Rodrigue that he was involved
in the deaths. Casby claimed
that he was attacked while being
mocked by his girlfriend’s fam-
ily, because he didn't know she
was cheating on him. He claimed
his girlfriend had a jar of gaso-
line on her nightstand, and that
it was knocked over.

English was not called to tes-
tify Thursday.

According to the testimony
and evidence presented Thurs-
day. Rodrigue went over Cashy’s

rights. Rodrigue reminded Cas-
by of his rights during each of
his three recorded statements,
including the confession. Casby
signed a waiver of rights form
and acknowledged it during each
statement.

Ljungberg argued that Cas-
by waived his right to remain
silent and gave the first two
statements when he was told he
was under investigation. By the
time Casby confessed, he was
already under arrest. Ljung-
berg said Rodvigue should have
read the Miranda rights again
and clearly informed Casby he
was under arrest before taking
the confession.

Kennedy, the prosecutor, suid
Rodrigue was not required to
re-read the Miranda rights,

The point piqued Fallon’s
interest, and he asked the attor-
neys to provide more informa-
tion before he rules.

Onaseeond front in the attack
on the confessivn, Ljungberg
says that Casby's father and an
attorney went to the detective
bureau, but were turned away
by anofticer who was never iden-
tified, but who allegedly told the
family Casby had alveady con-
fessed. In fact, Casby hand not
confessed at that point.

Kennedy, the prosecutor,
argued that was a non-issue,
that Casby was 19 at the time
and it was up to him to decide
whether he wanted an attorney.

“It was Mr. Casby’s choice to
move forward with those state-
ments,” Kennedy said.
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Paul Purpura can be reached at ppurpura@
nola.com or 504.826.3731,

Cificials confirm
email addresses

EMML from B-1

the computer server hosting the
official email accounts.

Hilliard gave the council
copies of email messages she
said were exchanged by Young
and other parish officials using
personal accounts. The docu-
ments, however, show the direc-
tive to keep discussions of publie
business off the parish email
accounts came from the parish’s
former Deputy Chief Operat-
ing Officer Richard Hart, not
Young, as part of emails in late
2010 regarding the hiring of Ray
Meyers as emergency direc-
tor. In an message Hart sent
Dec. 27, 2010, to Hilliard and
Cox, Hart asked Hilliard to have
Meyers send his resume.

“Please remind him we cur-
rently have an incumbent in that
position so keep all communica-
tions about this sensitive and
off any jeffparish.net address,”
Hart wrote.

Hart, Cox and Hilliard —
who at the time was also a par-
ish official — were all using per-
sonal email addresses in the

exchange,

Young said the allegation that
he instructed parish employees
not to use jeffparish.net “is not
true.”

The documents from Hilliard
included two in.t2nees in which
Young received or sent messag-
es about parish matters using
his personal account. On Dec.
27, 2010, Cox, using his personal
account, forwarded to Young's
personal account a message frrom
Hilliard regarding Meyers.

The other instance had to do
with a request for a parish ser-
vice from a resident. On Jan. 17,
2012, Young used his personal
account to forward a question
sent to that email address by
attorney Chuck Credo, regard-
ing how to properly dispose of
tree limbs.

Young, Cox and VanVranck-
en confirmed that the email
addresses Hilliard mentioned
Wednesday are their person-
al accounts. But neither would
discuss her allegation that they
sought to evade the open records
law, citing the pending litigation
with Hilliard.

In a dramatic statement that
repeated many of the accusations
in her lawsuit, Hilliard said Van
Vrancken's predecessor, Hart,
sexually harassed and belittled
her. When she complained, she

says, it took administrators nine
months to launch an investiga-
tion and several more weeks to
complete the it.

All the while, she said, she
continued suffering harassment.
She said the administration
eventually fired her for having
complained.

“I was terminated for com-
plaining about a friend and polit-
ical supporter of the parish pres-
ident,” Hilliard said Wednesday
in reference to Hart.

The confidential investiga-
tion of Hilliard’s complaints
largely upheld her assertions,
according to recently filed court
records. “Mr. Hart from his first
day on the job set the stage for
creation of a hostile work envi-
ronment,” said the investigative
report from DMM & Associates.
The report also said, “It is our
professional opinion na level of
training will remedy Mr. Hart's
behavior in this environment.”

Hart resigned in February

2012.
Council members did not
immediately comment on Hill-
iard’s statement. The parish's
counsel and Hilliard's attorney
have discussed a settlement,
Hilliard said, but she added that
the parish walked away from
negotiations. She urged the
council to restart talks,

Hilliard said that when she
worked for the administration
she received messages about
parish business sent from the
personal email accounts of
Young, Cox and Van Vranck-
en: jfylawG yahoo.com, ccox3@
gmail.com and jennvanv( hot-
mail.com. She said she provided
the council with copies of mes-
sages from Young using his
personal account. They include
what she described as the direc-
tive to keep discussion of public
issues off parish officials email
accounts.

“T strongly suspect John
Young is hiding something in his
personal emails that deal with
public business,” Hilliard said.

Hilliard also said the Par-
ish Attorney’s Office indicated
that Young twice denied hav-
ing maintaining a private per-
sonnel file. But she said she had
seen the file and obtained it after
instructing her attorney where
it could be found. She said Young
purposely used personal emails
for public business, to evade
open records law.

“The public expects to receive
documents when we request
them,” she sdid.
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Manuel Torres can be reached at
mtorres@nola.com or 504.826.3434.

N.0. councilwoman'’s food truck proposal fizzles

By Bruce Eggler
Staff writer

New Orleans City Council-
woman Stacy Head threw in the
towel Thursday on her recently
passed ordinance to loosen the
city’s restrictive regulations for
food trucks.

Saying she saw little chance
she could have mustered the five
votes needed to override Mayor
Miteh Landrieu’s veto, Head
asked the council to defer a vote
on the overridy, thereby killing
the measure.

But in a later interview Head
said the administration has
promised to present a substitute
ordinance that would achieve
most of the same goals as her
proposal. In fact, she said, she
expects the Landrieu-backed
measure will strip away some of
the concessions she had agreed
to in order to secure other mem-
bers' votes for her ordinance.

Most notably, Head said, the
administration wants to elim-
inate any requirement for a
“buffer zone” around brick-and-
mortar restaurants where food
trucks could not operate. The

size of that prohibited zone —
currently 600 feet — was one
of the chief points of contention
during council debate on Head's
ordinance. To pick up more
votes, she agreed to expand the
zone from the 50 feet she favored
t0 200 feet, though she expressed
doubt about the constitutionality
of any such zone, Landrieu cited
her doubts in his veto message.
Council members such as
Jackie Clarkson and Cynthia
Hedge-Morrell were adamant
in demanding a large restrict-
ed zone to protect the ¢ity's
existing restaurants from new

competition just outside their
doors,

It is uncertain whether they
would support a new ordinance
that eliminates it entirely.

The Louisiana Restaurant
Association urged council mem-
bers to approve a 300-foot zone.
However, Head said she thinks
an ordinance with no restricted
zone would pass if the mayor
gets behind it.

Head said a recent meeting
with Landrien aides Erie Grand-
erson and Scott Hutcheson filled
in many details on what the may-
or’s office will now support.
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